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BUT if I thus fell away in childhood from
the study of old Hindu poetry, I did not
lose contact with the Hindu mind, and
indeed was drawn increasingly into Hindu-
ism of a sort, the popular Hinduism of
Northern India, a religion far removed
from the Hinduism of the Sanskrit classics
and even from the Hinduism of cultured
Hindus of the upper castes. It is impos-
sible for me now to judge how far I was, as
we say, " serious/* when I participated in
the very simple rites with which two or.
three of the servants propitiated the deity
at the end of the garden, or the other
deity whose shrine was under the sacred
fig-tree on the road leading to our. house..
It may be doubted whether a child ever is
quite serious, in the adult sense of'that
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